The housing of workers by their employers is not a new thing. It is rather a return to the old idea of the master's* obligations. When the worker was the slave it was part of his master's duty to house as well as to feed and clothe him. If this housing was bad, it was only because in the days of house-slavery the notion of healthy living was in its infancy, and, from a sanitary point of view, the lord's home was often little better than the serf's. Even then it is probable that the poor freedman was worse off in every way than the serf. 
